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save him, and so, at about six o'clock in the
evening, he gave orders that none snould attend
on him but his closest friends, and,*calling for his
horse, he escaped into the open country.

The amazing adventures of the next 'forty days
and nights have been told so many times that
there is no need to repeat them here. But few
stories in recorded history contain such noble
evidence of confidence and courage on the part of
a king, and of entire loyalty and devotion on the
part of a few men and women. For, after his flight
from Worcester, Charles was absolutely at the mercy
of those from whom he begged food and shelter.
A prize of a thousand pounds had been set on his
head, and, though that head had been shorn of
its Cavalier locks, and its features rudely dis-
guised to conform with the general appearance
of a humble serving-man, it was surely a miracle
that during all that time he was only recognised
by those who loved him ; that, after wandering
through ten counties, suffering every privation,
and running each day almost incredible risks
of discovery, he finally reached Shoreham, in
Sussex, on the morning of the I5th of October,
and so passed safely over into France,